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8. It is almost admitted that the Hindus of Bengal are a dying race.
What do you think to be the principal causes of this gradual decay? What
are the preventives of this decay? It is also admitted that there has been
physical deterioration among the Hindus in height, strength and vitality. How
to revive them?

I have seen the statements but I have seen no proof of Hindu
deterioration. I should, however, believe the assertion that we
are becoming physically weaker. The reasons are obvious. Our
growing poverty and early marriages are two substantial causes for
the decay. The one can be remedied by the charkha and the other
by individuals resolutely refusing to marry their children, whether
male or female, till they are over sixteen and nearer twenty. The
later the better. I would run almost every imaginable risk and
postpone'marriage till a boy or girl is well advanced and is capable
of shouldering the burden and is perfectly healthy. The way to
do it is for those who feel the necessity of reform to initiate it them-
selves and advocate it among their neighbours. Those who desire
the reform and would minimize chances of risk must bring up their
children in healthier and purer surroundings than they have at
present*

Young India, 2-7-1925

202.   MTINCAPACITr

It would be most comfortable for my pride if I could give
every applicant for help the satisfaction he may desire. But here
is a sample of my. hopeless incapacity.

Of what use is your leadership or Mahatmaship if you cannot stop
cow-killing by asking the Mussalmans to stop it? Look at your studied
silence on the Alwar atrocities and your o^minal silence about the affront
put by the Nizam upon Panditji whom you delight to call your respected
elder brother and one of the first among the public servants and whom
you have yourself acquitted of any malice against Mussalmans.

Thus have argued not the same but several person's. The first
rebuke mentioned was the last to be received and it has proved
the proverbial last straw. There is a telegram before me asking me
to request the Mussalmans not to kill cows as sacrifice on Bakr-
Id. I thought it was time for me at least to offer an explanation
over my silence. I was prepared to live down the charge regarding
Panditjij although it was a charge brought by a dear friend. He
was almost apprehensive about my fame. He thought I would be